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MAYOR MAKING 
 
The Civic year 2025/26 started on the 14th May 2026 when Councillor Patricia McIntosh was 
elected to be Mayor of Featherstone Town Council, her Deputy is Councillor Scott Haslam.  
 
 
GRANTS   
 
Did you know that the Town Council offers grants to community organisations in need of 
funding?  There are further details on the Council’s website which sets out the criteria for 
applications.  In 2025/2026 grants have been awarded to Featherstone Male Voice Choir, 
Friends of All Saints School, Featherstone Bowling Club and Featherstone Senior Citizens 
Club.  If you require any further information on grants, please contact the Town Council 
office.  
 
CITIZENS ADVICE 
 
The Town Council have once again agreed to fund the Citizens Advice for the coming year. 
Face to face drop in sessions are available on the first and third Tuesday from 10.00 until 
12.00 on a first come first served basis. These sessions are held in Featherstone 
Community Centre. This is a free service to residents and no appointment is necessary, 
however early arrival is advisable.  
 
FEATHERSTONE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
You can now book the Community Centre for parties, meetings, community groups. If you 
would like more information on about how to book the hall for your community group or private 
hire please contact the Town Council Administrator at the office for further details.  
 
Bookings are increasing so if you have something in mind, we recommend booking as soon 
as possible. 
 
Our Facebook account details many of the Council’s activities so ‘like’ us to spread the word 
about our events and meetings.  The website is being viewed regularly for all our 
information.  However we can still be contacted via telephone and email. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:towncouncil@featherstone-tc.gov.uk
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PRECEPT 2026/2027 

Key message for residents 

 For a typical Band D household, the Town Council element of Council Tax will 
increase by approximately £3.34 per year in 2026/27. 

 This reflects a £15,000 increase in the Council’s total precept, partly offset by growth 
in the Council Tax Base, which spreads costs across more properties. 

 Even after the increase, Featherstone’s Town Council charge of around £53 per year 
remains below the national average for parish and town councils. 

 

1. What is a town council precept? 

A precept is the portion of Council Tax that parish and town councils raise to fund local 
services such as community centres, parks, allotments, events, street furniture, and local 
grants. It is separate from the amounts charged by principal authorities (for example 
Wakefield Council) and major preceptors (police, fire, and adult social care). 
 

2. National context – England average 

National data published for parish and town councils shows: 
 The average Band D parish/town council precept in England for 2025/26 is 

£91.22. 

 This represented a 7.4% increase on the 2024/25 average (£85.89). 

 Parish and town councils collectively raise approximately £856 million per year 
through precepts. 

These figures provide a useful benchmark but cover councils of very different sizes, from 
small rural parishes to large urban town councils. 
 

3. Featherstone Town Council – confirmed precept position 

Featherstone Town Council’s approved precept demands and tax base figures are: 
 2025/26 precept: £200,000.00 

Council Tax Base: 4,021 
 2026/27 precept: £215,000.00 

Council Tax Base: 4,052 
This allows the parish precept to be expressed as an equivalent Band D charge: 

 2025/26 Band D equivalent: £49.74 

(£200,000 ÷ 4,021) 
 2026/27 Band D equivalent: £53.08 

(£215,000 ÷ 4,052) 
This represents: 

 A £15,000 increase in the total precept, and 
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 An increase of approximately £3.34 per Band D property (6.7%) between 2025/26 
and 2026/27. 

Featherstone serves a population of approximately 15,000 residents, placing it among 
the larger town councils nationally. 
 
When compared with national patterns: 

 A Band D equivalent of around £50–£53 sits below the England parish average 
(£91.22), despite Featherstone’s urban size and service scope. 

 This indicates that Featherstone Town Council delivers its services with a relatively 
modest Band D impact. 

 Featherstone also remains well below the largest urban town councils, many of 
which raise £500,000–£1.5 million annually. 

 

4. Comparison with neighbouring West Yorkshire town councils 

To help residents understand Featherstone’s position locally, the table below compares total 
precept levels for a selection of neighbouring town and parish councils within the Wakefield 
district and surrounding area. This shows that precept levels vary widely depending on 
population size, assets owned, and the range of services delivered. 

Neighbouring town and parish council precepts (latest available figures) 

Council Total precept (£) Year / Notes 

Featherstone Town Council 215,000.00 2026/27 

Normanton Town Council 384,640.00 2026/27 

Ackworth Parish Council 299,460.88 2026/27 

Upton & North Elmsall Parish Council 253,765.00 2026/27 

South Kirkby & Moorthorpe Town Council 771,550.00 2026/27 

South Elmsall Town Council 365,500.00 Latest published figure (2022/23) 

Sharlston Parish Council 128,000.00 Proposed 2026/27 

Figures shown are total precept demands and do not take account of differences in council 
tax base or Band D charges. 
 
Overall, this comparison shows that Featherstone’s total precept is lower than several 
neighbouring town councils, despite serving a sizeable urban population and delivering a 
broad range of local services. This indicates that Featherstone Town Council’s precept 
remains measured and proportionate in the local context. 

5. Key conclusions 

 Featherstone Town Council’s precept sits above the national parish average in 
scale, reflecting its population size and service responsibilities. 

 The 7.5% increase between 2025/26 and 2026/27 is in line with national trends for 
parish and town councils. 

 Compared with neighbouring urban councils, Featherstone’s precept appears 
measured and proportionate, rather than high 
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CHRISTMAS 2025 
 

Christmas was an extremely busy time for the Town Council as once again we held our 
regular Christmas Lights Switch On evening and Santa’s Day. Both days saw many 
residents attend and Santa’s Day saw over 250 children.  
 
The Christmas Parade was one of the best held in the Town with residents lining the streets 
with the special appearance of the ever popular steam roller.  
 
The Town Council were once again delighted to hold a Relaxed Santa’s Day which was 
Autism and Learning Disability Friendly. This was a huge success and seems to grow year 
on year and we will continue to run this event separate to the usual Santa’s day.  
 
January was panto time! Oh yes it was! For an afternoon and an evening residents were 
treated to a great showing of Sleeping Beauty.  
 
Any feedback on the Town Council events are welcomed as we are always looking for ideas 
on how we can improve these. Please contact us on the details above if you have any 
suggestions.  
 
EVENTS 2025 
 

VE DAY – 2025 marked the 80th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day. Featherstone Town 
Council marked the occasion with 2 special events. This took place on the car park of the 
community centre in a large marquee and both events were very well attended by residents.  
 
There were performances from Christopher and the Robbins at both events which got 
residents up on their feet to join in with a mixture of songs from the 1940’s.  
 

 
 
EVENTS 2026 
 
Featherstone Gala - Featherstone Town Council will once again be looking to hold the 
Annual Town Gala this year! This year will be bigger than ever and we will have many 
activities during the course of the event.  
 
The event this year will take place on Saturday 4th July 2026 at Purston Park.  
 
If you would like to hold a stall at this year’s Gala, or would like to take part in the parade, 
please get in touch with the office to request an application pack. Tables are free of charge 
to any charity or community groups.  
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Seaside in the Park – We are looking to hold the Seaside in the Park event once again this 
year. The event will take place on Saturday 29th August 2026. Please look out for further 
details on the Town Council website and social media channels.  
 
This year the Town Council will be holding its first ever Car Show. Heritage and 
Horsepower will be held on Yorkshire Day, Saturday 1st August 2026 at Purston Park and 
will hopefully see many vehicles at the event, where there will be categories for best in show.  
 
The produce and craft show will this year be held on Saturday 26th September. This event is 
growing year on year so please keep an eye on the Town Council’s social media channels 
and website for more details.  
 
November and December will see the Christmas events begin!  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone at all these events.  
 
MAYOR OF FEATHERSTONE 
 
The Mayor’s chosen charity for this year is Fibromyalgia UK.   
 
Finally if you would like to invite the Mayor to your charity event or opening of offices/shops 
in the Town please contact the Town Council by phone, letter or email. Alternatively 
download the Mayor’s engagement form from the website address www.featherstone-
tc.gov.uk or just give the office a call on 01977 798608. 
 
If you have any queries please let us know. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 
Lastly the Town Council and myself would like to congratulate the Town Council 
Administrator, Leanne Murphy, on completing CiLCA (Certificate in Local Council 
Administration). This is a Level 3, practical, entry-level qualification for parish and town 
council staff and councillors, demonstrating competency in roles, law, procedures, finance, 
and community engagement. 
 
Well done Leanne!! 
 
Vicky Symons 
Town Clerk 
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