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Featherstone Trail app 
 
 
1.0 Background 
 
1.1 Members of the Admin and Finance Committee agreed at its meeting on 9

th
 

March 2016 to establish a working group which would explore options for the 
creation of a mobile app that would take you on a historical tour around 
Featherstone, incorporating key sites associated with the town. 
 
1.3 Ian Clayton was also invited to the meeting who has agreed to provide the audio 
for the app. 
 
2.0 How would the app work? 
 
2.1 The iOS and Android app will display stop off points on the Council’s preferred 
tour route as a series of pins.  
 
2.2 Each point may contain images, information, audio and video. As each point is 
reached, you will be able to listen to and read stories that bring the past to life and 
view old images and video. 
 
2.3 When people begin the walk, as places of interest are reached, the places individual 
content triggers automatically. 
 
2.4 Alternatively you can access any pin manually at any time or select a place from 
the ‘place list’ page which makes the app more flexible i.e. you don’t have to do the 
whole walk, you can pick any point up at any time. 
 
2.5 The apps do not require mobile reception/ wifi once downloaded and you can 
access the app before, during or after your visit. 
 
 
3.0 Proposed route for the trail/ walk 
 
3.1 Following the discussion that took place at the initial working group meeting, 
along with suggestions from Ian, it is proposed that the following areas are included 
as stop off points on the app: 
 

1) Commemorative Wood/ Nature reserve                           
(This would be both the starting point of the walk) 

 

2) The site of the Old Ackton Hall 
 

3) All Saints Church 

 

4) The view of the old pit site from the church car park (here it is proposed that 
we have a now and then where you can super impose and old photo to see 
what the landscape was like when the pits were up and running and compare 
it to the current landscape by fading old images into your camera view) 
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5) Bradley Arms- links to the Labour Party/ Keir Hardy and Cunningham 
Graham 

 

6) James Duggan/ James Gibb's Graves 

 

7) Bell pits - at the top of park lane  
 

8) Top house – Where crowds gathered on the day of the 
Massacre 

 

9) The last orders - inquiry into the massacre/ First ever meeting of Featherstone 
Rovers  

 

10) Precinct - sculpture marking the centenary of the Featherstone Massacre. 

 
11) Memorial Wall outside of the Town Hall/ The old church that was adjacent to 

the miners memorial garden  
 

3.2 It may be worth noting that if members decided to take out a Maintenance 
Agreement there may also be scope to expand this at a later date. 
 
4.0 Children’s app and additional add-ons.  

  

4.1 It was also agreed at the initial meeting of the working group that we would 
explore options for a children’s version of the app to encourage participation and 
strengthen understanding of the history of Featherstone. 

4.2 It is therefore suggested that we tailor the app with an additional feature or “plug 
in” which caters for younger people. 
 
4.3 The plug in would include games, iSpy and a sensory scrapbook. As part of this 
feature, younger children will be able to earn points for each item they tick off and 
earn progress badges. 
 
4.5 Also included is an additional add on called the “Trails” Plug in. Trails appear as 
a list and when you select one, a page opens with information about the walk i.e. 
distance, time, summary etc. It allows you to display a route of the trails on the app 
and provide walking directions and other walk information to help guide people 
around the trail. 
 
5.0 Requirements summary 
 
Functional specification and design development 
Core functionality (ios and Android development) 
Superimpose plugin  
Trails Plugin 
Field Guide/ iSpy plugin 
Internal testing, bug fixing and refinement 
Project Management 
Creation of builds and deployment to app stores 
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4.2 The option to take out a support and Maintenance Agreement (SMA) to guard 
against updates to Apple and Android Operating Systems. This would ensure that 
the app will continue to look and function the way it did when it was released into the 
app.  
 
The Council welcomes any further ideas and suggestions for the improvement or 
modification of this proposal. 


